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On the Construction of Foreign Language
Education in the New Era: Thoughts and
Reflections
Abstract: 2019, a very important year for China’s
foreign language education, marks that China
has entered the historical development stage of
“New Era, New Liberal Arts and Significant
Foreign Languages”. This paper briefly reviews
the development of foreign language education
in China in the past 70 years, and explains the
historical origin and logical development of
the “New Era” of foreign language education,
and then focuses on the relationship between
the New Liberal Arts and Significant Foreign
Languages, and Foreign Language Education
and Foreign Language Program Education.
In here lie many crucial issues that need to be
taken into consideration seriously: What is the
Newness of the “New Era”? How “Significant”
is the “Foreign Language”? How to build up
the “Significant Foreign Language”? What are
the biggest challenges facing Foreign Language
Program Education in the New Era and how to
deal with them? In recent years, these issues often
appear in various discussions in the field of foreign
languages in China, but they are often intertwined or
even confused with each other. This paper attempts
to clarify these complex relationships and try to put
forward some solutions to and development paths

for the major problems involved.
Keywords: New Era; New Liberal Arts; Significant
Foreign Languages; Foreign Language Education;

Foreign Language Program Education; multilingual
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